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“It will be fourteen years on May 1, so itʼs 
time for a new leader.”
With those words, Henry County 
Historical Society president Roger 
Anderson tendered his resignation 
after a lengthy term as leader of 
the organization.  Anderson has 
long been considered “the go-to 
guy” when it comes to both the 
society and its museum, though 
he credits others for the success 
of the group, as well.
“A hearty thank you to all the 
officers and volunteers for their 
support,” said Anderson. 
“It has been fun and a challege to 
say the least,” he added.
Anderson also expressed his 
thanks to the new members who 
have joined the society more 
recently.
“Thank you to the new members 
for joining the Henry County 
Historical Society.”
Anderson expressed his 
willingness to “be available” to support the 
new organization president as needed.
The officers and board members of the 
Henry County Historical Society were 
unanimous in expressing their thanks to 
Anderson for his years of service. 
“Rogerʼs knowledge, leadership and 
experience have been absolutely invaluable 

to the organization,” said board member 
Linda Owens. 

“His expertise regarding the  history of our 
county, the Henry County Historical Society 
museum, and the artifacts that make up our 
extensive collection have made it possible 
for us to expand and grow our museum and 
membership without having to constantly 
reinvent ourselves.”

Anderson retires as HCHS president

Henry County Historical Society President Roger Anderson is retiring after 14 
years of  leadership for the organization.



May first marked opening day for the Henry County Historical Society Museum in beautiful, 
historic Bishop Hill. Society volunteers have been busy during the winter months preparing 
museum items, including some of our newest exhibits.  One such addtion that has generated 
great interest among 
museum visitors is a two-
row corn planter 
manufactured by the Hayes 
Pump and Planter Company 
of Galva.  The company was 
Galva's main industry from 
1886 until operation was 
discontinued in 1931. At 
one time there were 250 
men on the payroll and the 
names of Hayes and Galva 
were carried on corn 
planters, pumps, 
cultivators, harrows, grain 
drills and other farm 
equipment throughout the 
United States as well as 
foreign countries.  Dealers 
and distributors of the 
Hayes line at one time 
numbered over 3,000 in 
several parts of the country. 
Late April saw over 25 
volunteers taking part in a training session and tirelessly working to get the museum ready for 
visitors. Exhibits were refreshed and some were moved to accommodate a new quilt exhibit and 
the Wayne Nordstrom Bottle exhibit. Volunteers were also working in a room to prepare it for 
some significant renovation that will occur in the near future. 

Historical Society Museum 
now open for the season
Vintage Hayes two-row planter among newest exhibits

A vintage Hayes two-row corn planter is among the newer exhibits on display at the 
Henry County Historical Society museum.

Got an idea? Give us a shout! 
We welcome your input as to the stories, features and information youʼd like to see on 
these pages in the future.  Feel free to contact us with your ideas, plus any information 
youʼd like to share regarding the history of Henry County.
We look forward to hearing from you!



HCHS goes live!

In addition to its museum home on the 
Illinois prairie in the quaint Henry County 
village of Bishop HIll, the Henry County 
Historical Society can now be found on 
the World Wide Web.
The organization is hosting both a 
website at www.historichenrycounty.com, 
plus maintains a Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pages/Henry-County-
Illinois-Historical-Society/
157300504467495.
The website offers information on 

exhibits, officers, museum hours of operation, news items, membership and contact 
information, while the Facebook page provides an up-to-date look at whatʼs going on at the 
Henry County Historical Society museum, the Village of Bishop HIll, and historic Henry County, 
Illinois.  

www.historichenrycounty.com

Check out the HCHS Facebook page for photos of  activites in and 
around our Bishop Hill home. 



Be a part of history...
Support the Henry County Historical Society
The Henry County Historical Society and its museum exist solely through memberships, 
donations and the support of its volunteers.  We hope youʼll join us in supporting our efforts 
to preserve and promote the history of Henry County.

Single: $20
Family: $25

Sponsor: $50
Patron: $100

Please provide the following information and send with your payment.

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________City__________State___ZIP___________

Email_____________________________________________________

Henry County Historical 
Society
202 Park Street
P.O. Box 48
Bishop Hill, IL 61419




