
 
Quilting, Sewing, Weaving 

Honoring Marilyn Nelson 
 

 
 
A second mural has been added to the outside north wall of the Henry County 
Historical Museum in Bishop Hill. The ten foot by seven-foot colorful mural honors the 
tradition of arts in Bishop Hill and Henry County, especially the contributions of 
women. Quilt making, spinning, weaving, sewing, broom making, pottery, 
blacksmiths, baking—are all crafts the early settlers in the area practiced. 
 
One special supporter of the arts in Henry County is featured on the mural. Marilyn 
Nelson, active supporter of the arts, is one of four women working on a quilt in the 
mural. She is the second lady from the left. Marilyn is the grandmother of mural artist 
Lauren Schroeder of rural Cambridge. Marilyn's mother's ancestors immigrated from 
Sweden to Bishop Hill in the mid 1800s. 
 
Marilyn has been a business owner in Bishop Hill since 1983, when she opened her 
quilt shop The Village Smithy. She and Betty Robertson were co-founders of the 
annual Bishop Hill Quilt Show. She also organized a personal yearly quilt retreat with 
family members called the Bertha Anderson Memorial Quilt Retreat to honor her 
mother, who taught her to sew. She is a direct descendent of the Colony and a 
member of the VASA, a group interested in learning about the Nordic countries and 
traditions. She once lived in the Bjorkland Hotel, which her father, Harold Anderson 
owned for some time. Marilyn is a member of the Prairie Queen Quilt Club. Along 
with her husband, Wilbur Nelson, she is a long-time member of the Bishop Hill United 
Methodist Church. She was a founding member of the Bishop Hill Arts Council and 
has been active in it since its inception. She was instrumental in the creation of the 
new Bishop Hill Welcome Center. 
 
"We wanted to recognize a Henry County craftswoman on the quilt," according to 
Henry County Historical Society Board member Sue Schulz. "We think Marilyn is the 
cream of the crop!" 
 
Another talented artist in the family is Marilyn's granddaughter who painted the 
mural. Lauren Schroeder works on the Nelson Farm and is on the bin crew of the 
Nelson Farm Service. She loves spending time in nature and that is a huge inspiration 



for her art. She enjoys projects with a variety of mediums- painting, drawing, pottery. 
She loves taking on new projects and learning new things. Perhaps the most difficult 
part of this mural project was keeping it a secret from her grandmother. Marilyn did 
not know she was going to be one of the women quilting, so Lauren waited until the 
last minute to paint in her facial features. Even Grandpa Wilbur did not spoil the 
surprise.  
 
The mural installed last year featured Orville Morey of Kewanee and his 1913 Case 50 
hp steam engine. 
 
The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, May 1 through October 31. 
"People comment over and over that it is the nicest museum they have ever visited," 
board member Kay Down said. "We hope you visit and check out our new mural." 


